Right to Choose Own Pastor 


The right of a church con¬ 
gregation to by-pass its pulpit 
committee and select a min¬ 
ister of its own choice has been 
upheld in a ruling by Superior 
Judge Richard H. Chamberlain. 

The ruling was in favor of 
Beth Eden Baptist Church, 10th 
and Magnolia Streets, which on 
January 4 at the annual busi¬ 
ness meeting of the church se* 
lected the Rev. A. (T Dones 
as pastotf^Tfte vi S tg'Tv a s 2 18 
to 81 according to Atty. George 
W. Norris who represented the 
congregation. 

The court action was brought 


by a group of members, in¬ 
cluding Eugene P. Lasartemay, 
who contended that the selec¬ 
tion of the pastor was invalid 
because he was not recom¬ 
mended by the pulpit commit¬ 
tee. The court noted that the 


pulpit committee, appointed 
August 24, 1955, and discharged! 
November 23, had made na 
recommendation to the congre¬ 
gation. 








Beth Eden Church 

TBJCoflc&PW 

The congregation of Beth 
Eden Baptist Church, 10th and 
Magnolia Streets, will honor 
its pastor at a 3 p.m. service 
today. 

The Rev. and Mrs. A. _C* 
/t5on«) are being recognized 
orT-the fifth anniversary as 
spiritual leaders of the church. 
The Rev. Dr. Edward Stovall 
of the Progressive Baptist 
Church, Berkeley, will be the 
speaker. The Rev. Mr. Dones 
is vice president of the Baptist 
Ministers’ Union of the East- 
bay. 






2 Oakland Pastors 
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Leaving Pulpits 


Two Oakland pastors will 
retire today. 

The Rev. Dr. Henry George 
I-Iartner, pastor of Trinity Lu¬ 
theran Church, 1431 17th Ave., 
for the past 13 years, will 
preach his farewell sermon at 
11 a.m. 

He has been a minister for 
48 years. He was executive 
secretary of the Califomia- 
Nevada District of the Mis¬ 
souri Synod Lutheran Church 
from 1954 to 1958. He had 
served pastorates in Nebraska 
and Colorado before coming 
to California in 1954. 

The congregation will honor 
Dr. and Mrs. Hartner at a 
special 4 p.m. program today. 
It will be followed by a din¬ 
ner. The couple will live in 


San Leandro following retire¬ 
ment. 

The Rev. D r. Alvin Chester 

Dones^astor 'oF'Beth Eden 
baptist Church, 10th and Mag¬ 
nolia Streets, for 15 years, re¬ 
tires today after 50 years in 
the ministry. 

"Well Done” services are 
scheduled for 11 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. today. A retirement ban¬ 
quet is scheduled for next Fri¬ 
day at the Berkeley House, 
Berkeley. More than 500 per¬ 
sons are expected to attend. 
The Rev. M. C. Williams of 
Denver will be the speaker. 

Dr. and Mrs. Dones will live 
in Berkeley following retire¬ 
ment. The Rev. Gillete 
James, 35, will succeed Dr. 
Dones as pastor of the 800- 
member congregation. 
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Rev. Alvin C. Dones 



With 50 years experience in 
the ministry, other religious 
leaders looked to him for guid 
ance. 
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“In this day when ministers 
are urged to be more involved 
with the community. Rev, 
Dones' strength was that he wafc 
someone other ministers could 
confide in.” said the Rev. Gil¬ 


lette O. James, Dones’ successor 
at Beth Eden Baptist Church 

here. 

Dones. 86, died Friday in Pas¬ 
adena where he had lived the 
past two years with his wife and 
a daughter. He was pastor of 
Beth Eden from 1956 until he 
retired in 1971. 


Born in Marshall. Tex., Dones 
came to Oakland in 1951 after 
he had retired from a congrega¬ 
tion in Denver, Colo. But mem¬ 
bers of the Beth Eden congrega¬ 
tion called him out of retire- 
'ment when their pastor died. 


When Dones finally retired 
from Beth Eden, he was asked 
to be/the interim minister for a 
jjyear at Mount Zion Baptist 
Church here. 

tfte his age, people knew 
. Dones could give them 
'spiritual guidance that a 
_nger, more inexperienced 
irson Cpuldn't,” James said. 

There was just something 
about his presence that made 
you know he was a man of God." 







